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By A. T, BARNETT, 
Among the names of Hanover 
soldiers engraved on the Confed- 
erate monument at Hanover Court- 
house ia that of Dabney William- 
son, who yesterday celebrated his 
96th birthday at the Confederate 
Soldier's Home, 

Persons who dread the oncoming 
of old age would do well to visit 
the vigorous old soldier in his 
sunny room at Virginia Cottage. in 
full possession of his faculties, he 
has conquered worry and attained 
complete serenity and contentment. 
“You need not bring me anything, 
I have everything in the world I 
want," declares Mr. Williamson. 

He is a great reader and hesides 
the numerous books which occupy 
his time, he reads the newspaper 
through every day without the help 
of glasses. A lover of music, he 
keeps his guitar near him, but he 


3|Confederate Veteran, 96, 
:|Prefers Piano to Guitar 


DABNEY WILLIAMSON, 


Dabney Williamson Celebrates Birthday 
At Lee Camp Soldiers’ Home. 


admits he prefers the piano, which 
he plays with considerable skill. 

Born in Hanover County near 
Hanover Junction (Doswell) April 
15, 1841, the son of Elizabeth De- 
Jarnette and William Williamson, 
Dabney Williamson spent the early 
years of his life at Hanover Junc- 
tion. He moved to Richmond when 
his father took over the manage- 
ment of the St. Charles Hotel 
which formerly occupied the place 
on Main Street between Fifteenth 
and Sixteenth Streets where the 
Main Street Station now stands 

“Richmond was a pretty large 
city even then says Mr. William-| 
son,” there was @ great deal of 
business carried on down town, but 
the city extended no further west 
than Monroe Park.” 

Dabney Williamsor® enlisted in 
the Confederate service seyenty-| 
six years ago today, as,a private in 
Captain William Nelson's Company 
ot Hanover Artillery, and was 
transferred Oct. 8, 1862, to Captain 
Thos. J. Kilpatrick's Light Artillery. 
“We were first sent to Jamestown 
for thran mene 
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By A. T, BARNETT, 
Among the names of Hanover 
soldiers angraved on the Confed- 
erate monument at Hanover Court. 
house is that of Dabney ‘William: 
san, who yesterday celebrated his 
S6th birthday at the Confederate 
Soldier's Home, — : 

Persons who dread the oncoming 
of old age would do well to visit 
the vigorous old soldier in his 
sunny room at Virginia Cottage. In 
full possession of his faculties, he 
has conquered worry and attained 
complete serenity and contentment, 

“You need not bring me anything, 
T have everything in the world T 
want," declares Mr. Williamson, 

He is a great reader and besides 
the numerous books which occupy 
his time, he reads the newspaper 
through every day without the help 
of glasses. A lover of music, he 


keeps his guitar near him, but he 


admits he prefers the piano, which 
he plays with considerable skill. 
Born in Hanover County near 
Hanover Junction (Doswell) April 
45, 1841, the son of Elizabeth De- 
Jarnette and William Williamson, 
Dabney Williamson spent the early 
Years of his lite at Hanover June. 
tion, He moved to Richmond when 
his father took over the manage- 
ment of the St, Charles Hotel 
which formerly occupied the place 
on Main Street between Fifteenth 
and Sixteenth Streets where the 
Main Street Station now stands 
ichmond was a pretty large 
city even then says Mr. William- 
son,” there was a great deal of 
business carried on down town, but 
the city extended na further west 
than Monroe Park.” 
Dabney Williemsor# enlisted in 
the Confederate service mnty= 
six years ago today, as.a private in 
Captain William Nelson's Company 
of Hanover Artillery, and 
transferred Oct. 8, 1862, to Captain 
Thos. J. Kilpatricls's Light Artillery. 
“We were first sent to Jamestown 
for three months, i stood guard 
right by the old church, when we 


freedom.” 


time I was carried to the hospital 


son, home on a 
of a death in the 
ioin Lee's Army and had gotten as 
far as Charlottesville when he 
heard of the surrender at Appo- 
mattox, As the railroad track had 
been torn up, he -started walking 
home 
the railrowd was intact, met » com- 
pany of Negroes “going to get their 


available, he pressed the Negroes 
into service and 
back to Hanover 


camped at Yorktown,” states Mr. 
Williamson. 

On the company roll for Sept, 
1864, Dabney Williamson wes te. 
ported “absent in hospital in Rich. 
mond, wounded at Col@ Harbor,” 
Mr. Williamson declares that he 
was wounded on June 3, and. was 
brought to the hospital on the old 
Fair Grounds, now Monroe Parle, 

“There was not a tres growing 
there at that time. After a short 


at Chimborozo where I stayed for 

he said. He also 

in the battles of Seven 

Pines, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg 
and Sharpsburg, 

In the spring of ’65, Mr. William- 
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family, started to 


id at Frederick's Hall where 


Finding a hand car 


was thus brought 
Junction. 
After the war, Mr. Williamson 


Spent many years in the service of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
Company. Later he was manager 
of co-operative peach orchards in 
Botetourt County, He has been a 
resident in the Confederate Soldier's 
Home since 1913. 


